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HUNTINGDONSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL

MINUTES of the meeting of the CABINET held in the Council
Chamber, Pathfinder House, St Mary's Street, Huntingdon PE29 3TN
on Thursday, 4 October 2007.

PRESENT: Councillor L M Simpson — Vice Chairman.

Councillors P L E Bucknel, D B Dew, A
Hansard, C R Hyams and T V Rogers.

APOLOGIES: Apologies for absence from the meeting were
submitted on behalf of Councillor | C Bates
and Mrs D C Reynolds.

MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting of the Cabinet held on 6" September
2007 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Vice
Chairman.

MEMBERS' INTERESTS

Councillors Bucknell and Hyams declared personal interests in Minute
no 07/60 by virtue of their former membership of the Luminus Group
and the Luminus Homes (parent) board respectively.

ST. IVO OUTDOOR CENTRE: RELEASE OF SECTION 106
FUNDING

By means of a report by the Leisure Centres’ Co-ordinator (a copy of
which is appended in the Minute Book) the Cabinet were acquainted
with developments in relation to a project within the Medium Term
Plan to improve football facilities at the St lvo Outdoor Leisure Centre.

In considering the content of the report, Executive Councillors were
advised that as a consequence of a previous commitment to a
scheme to provide changing facilities at Priory Park, St Neots the St
Ivo scheme would be reliant on the receipt of Section 106
contributions and on the success of a bid to the Football Foundation
towards the cost of a revised scheme which it was anticipated now
also would incorporate a second synthetic football pitch with flood
lighting. Having considered issues surrounding the timing of the
scheme, the opportunity to access significant external funding and the
potential risk in funding Section 106 monies in anticipation of their
receipt, the Cabinet

RESOLVED

(a) that the submission of a bid for funding from the
Football Foundation in the sum of £1,000,000 towards
the cost of a scheme to improve football facilities at the
St Ivo Outdoor Centre, as outlined in the report now
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submitted, be approved; and

(b) that, subject to receipt of the funding referred to in (a)
above, a contribution of £500,000 from the District
Council be approved in advance of the receipt of
Section 106 contributions from developments at
Houghton Grange, Houghton Road and St lves Golf
Club.

MEDIUM TERM PLAN - REQUEST FOR THE RELEASE OF
FUNDS: HUNTINGDON LEISURE CENTRE

With the assistance of a report by the Head of Financial Services (a
copy of which is appended in the Minute Book) the Cabinet
considered a request for the release of funding for resurfacing of the
synthetic pitch at Huntingdon Leisure Centre.

Having been advised that the County Council had agreed to make a
contribution of c. £24,000 towards the overall cost of the work, the
Cabinet

RESOLVED

that the release of £71,000 towards the cost of resurfacing the
synthetic pitch at Huntingdon Leisure Centre be approved.

CULTURAL STRATEGY REPORT

By way of a report by the Head of Environmental and Community
Health Services (a copy of which is appended in the Minute Book) the
Cabinet were acquainted with the contents of a proposed Cultural
Strategy for Huntingdonshire.

The Cabinet were reminded that the development and implementation
of the Cultural Strategy was a key objective of the Huntingdonshire
Local Strategic Partnership and would be used as a reference in the
current review of the Community Strategy for Huntingdonshire. In
discussing the implementation of key recommendations contained in
the paper, Executive Councillors emphasised the significant
contributions already made from the Council’s current budget on
cultural objectives and reiterated that the delivery of any new
initiatives would need to be financed from alternative funding sources.
Having also been acquainted with the deliberations of the Overview &
Scrutiny Panel (Service Delivery) on the matter, it was

RESOLVED

that the draft Cultural Strategy for Huntingdonshire be
approved.

SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY STRATEGY

Further to Minute No. 03/66 and by way of report by the Head of
Policy and Strategic Services (a copy of which is appended in the
Minute Book) the Cabinet, were acquainted with the contents of a
draft revised Sustainable Community Strategy for Huntingdonshire
which sets out arrangements for involving partners and stakeholders,
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including the business and voluntary sectors, in the process of
improving the economic, social and environmental wellbeing of the
District.

In discussing the six strategic themes within the Strategy, Executive
Councillors —

e noted revised versions of the elements relating to Children and
Young People and to the Environment; and

e requested the inclusion of appropriate references to the
development of effect transport networks to meet the demands of
the area, improved recreational facilities for young people,
improvements in road safety for children and the guided bus
network.

Having noted the work in progress and that the next stage of the
strategy’s development would be the refinement of the specific
objectives and action planning, it was

RESOLVED

that the contents of the report be noted and an updated
version of the Sustainable Community Strategy submitted to
a future meeting.

TREASURY MANAGEMENT INVESTMENT PERFORMANCE

A report by the Head of Financial Services was submitted (a copy of
which is appended in the Minute Book) which reviewed the respective
levels of performance achieved during the period April to August 2007
by external fund managers in the matter of the investment of the
Council’'s capital receipts and the decision taken to reduce the
number of fund managers to one.

RESOLVED
that the contents of the report be noted.
VOLUNTARY SECTOR COMMISSIONING

Consideration was given to a report by the Head of Environmental &
Community Health Services (a copy of which is appended in the
Minute Book) which outlined a proposal to replace the existing grant
aid allocation process with a commissioning framework linked to the
Council’s identified community objectives.

Having recognised the benefits of introducing a system whereby
service objectives would be determined at the outset and monitored
throughout the life of the commissioning agreement to ensure that the
desired outcomes were being realised, the Cabinet

RESOLVED

(a) that the Council’'s existing grant aid allocation be
replaced a the commissioning approach; and

(b) that the terms of reference for the capital grant aid
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budget be amended to relax the eligibility criteria to
allow a wider range of voluntary and community
applications to be considered.

PROMOTING BETTER HEALTH IN OLDER PEOPLE THROUGH
PHYSICAL ACTIVITY

Further to Minute No. 06/59 consideration was given to a report by
the Overview & Scrutiny Panel (Service Delivery) outlining the
operational and financial implications of participation by the Council of
providing enhanced services in the District for older people.

In discussing the development of the Council’s services and the
potential for a pilot programme of exercise for older people, supported
by the Luminus Group, Executive Members requested further
clarification as to the associated budget provision requirements and
the anticipated cost to the Council whereupon, it was

RESOLVED

that, subject to clarification of the Council’s financial
commitment to support a pilot programme of exercise for older
people in the sum of £5,400 the recommendations of the
Overview and Scrutiny Panel (Service Delivery) outlined in
paragraph 3 of the report now submitted be approved.

REPRESENTATION ON COMMITTEES/ADVISORY GROUPS
Following on from Councillor D B Dew’s appointment as Executive
Councillor for Leisure Centres and having reviewed membership of
various committees/advisory groups, it was
RESOLVED
that Councillor Dew be appointed to the Ramsey, St Ivo and
Sawtry Leisure Centre Management Committees to replace
Councillors Bucknell, Rogers and Hyams respectively.

SAFETY ADVISORY GROUP

The reports of the meetings of the Safety Advisory Group held on 13"
June and 12" September 2007 were received and noted.

Chairman



